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Our Mission Continues

he City of Lakewood is once again pleased to
present our annual water quality report covering

all testing performed in 2019. Over the years, we have
dedicated ourselves to producing drinking water that
meets all state and federal standards. We continually
strive to adopt new methods

for delivering the best-
quality drinking water to
you. As new challenges
to drinking water
emerge, Wwe remain
vigilant in meeting
the goals of source
water protection, water
) conservation, and community
ft education while continuing to
serve the needs of all our water users.

Important Health Information
\ X Jhile your drinking water meets the federal and
S

tate standard for arsenic, it does contain low
levels of arsenic. The arsenic standard balances the
current understanding of arsenic’s possible health
effects against the costs of removing arsenic from
drinking water. The U.S. EPA continues to research
the health effects of low levels of arsenic, which is a
mineral known to cause cancer in humans at high
concentrations and linked to other health effects such
as skin damage and circulatory problems.

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants
in drinking water than the general population.
Immunocompromised persons such as persons with
cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have
undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS
or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and
infants may be particularly at risk from infections.
These people should seek advice about drinking water
from their health care providers. The U.S. EPA/CDC
(Centers for Disease Control and Prevention) guidelines
on appropriate means to lessen

the risk of infection
by  cryprosporidium
and other microbial
contaminants  are
available from the
Safe Drinking
Water Information
Helpline at (800)
426-4791 or http://
water.epa.gov/drink/
hotline.

Coronavirus (COVID-19)

According to the U.S. EPA, Americans can
continue to use and drink water from their tap
as usual. The coronavirus that causes COVID-19 is
particularly susceptible to disinfection, and standard

treatment and disinfectant processes are expected to
be effective. Boiling your water is not required as a
precaution against COVID-19. At this time, there
are no indications that COVID-19 is in the drinking
water supply or will affect the reliable supply of water.
More coronavirus-related information can be found at
hteps://www.epa.gov/coronavirus.

Lead in Home Plumbing

f present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious

health problems, especially for pregnant women and
young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily
from materials and components associated with service
lines and home plumbing. The City of Lakewood
is responsible for providing high-quality drinking
water, but we cannot control the variety of materials
used in plumbing components. When your water has
been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the
potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30
seconds to two minutes before using water for drinking
or cooking. (If you do so, you may wish to collect
the flushed water and reuse it for another beneficial
purpose, such as watering plants.) Information on lead
in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can
take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe
Drinking Water Information Helpline at (800) 426-
4791 or at www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

/
Community Participation

ou are invited to participate in our City Council
meetings to voice your concerns about your
drinking water. We meet the second and fourth
Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the City
Council Chambers at 5000 Clark Avenue, Lakewood.

/

QUESTIONS?

For more information about this report, or for any
questions relating to your drinking water, please
contact the Water Administration Manager at (562)
866-9771, extension 2700.




Substances That Could Be in Water

he sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs,

springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally
occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of
animals or from human activity.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) and the
State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) prescribe regulations that limit the amount of certain
contaminants in water provided by public water systems. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration regulations and
California law also establish limits for contaminants in bottled water that provide the same protection for public
health. Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some
contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk.

Contaminants that may be present in source water include:

Microbial Contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, that may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems,
agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife;

Inorganic Contaminants, such as salts and metals, that can be naturally occurring or can result from urban stormwater
runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or
farming; Mg A

Pesticides and Herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, \ sk 2
urban stormwater runoff, and residential uses; h\‘" - ;

LR

Organic Chemical Contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which
are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum production and which can also come
from gas stations, urban stormwater runoff; agricultural applications, and septic systems;

Radioactive Contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or can be the result of oil and gas
y g g
production and mining activities.

More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the
U.S. EPAs Safe Drinking Water Information Helpline at (800) 426-4791.

Information on the Internet Source Water Assessment

he U.S. EPA (https://www.epa.gov) and Assessments of the city’s drinking water sources were

the Centers for Disease Control and completed in 2003 and 2006. These studies examined
Prevention (www.cdc.gov) websites provide a the potential vulnerability of each well to contaminants
substantial amount of information on many that could enter the water supply. Our groundwater
issues  relating  to supply is considered most vulnerable to the
water resources, water following activities: gas stations and repair
conservation, and We remain vigilant in shops, historic gas station locations, storage
public health. Also, the delivering the best-quality tanks, dry cleaners, and permitted National
Division of Drinking drinking water Pollutant Discharge Elimination System/
Water has a website Waste Discharge Requirement discharges. A
(https://waterboards. copy of the complete assessment is available
ca.gov) that provides complete and current at the Lakewood city clerk’s office at 5050 Clark Avenue.
information on water issues in California, You may request a summary of the assessment by contacting
including valuable information about our the Lakewood Department of Water Resources at (562) 866-

watershed. 9771, extension 2700, during regular office hours.
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