YOUR
PROPERTY
TAXES

A Report to the Citizens
of Lakewood. California

Lakewood, with its population of 74,733, was incor-
porated as a city on April 16, 1954, Tt has a net auneased
valuntion of $54,636,000, encompassing an arca of seven
square miles, with 135 miles of strects and gorviee roads.

You will find your laxes listed by groups, Ome group
lists the normal municipal functions. The other lists special
functions—~those over which the city has no control.

You will also find ihat taxes are shown as before Incor-
poration (1953) as well as after ineorporation.

The property tax rale for the normal municipal fune-
tions has been reduced considerably ss the result of incor-
poration. The future promises an even further reduction.
It is enly in the area of special, or non-city, taxes that an
increase has occurred.
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City Hall
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YOUR TAXES

There is no one-sentence summary of loeal taxes. They come from
muny I:Iuna.l. Some property laxes are sel by your Lakewood Gity
Council. In addition, however, otlier laxes are sel by separate, indi-
vidual governing boards,

You recelve one propercty tax bill from the County Tax Collector
and om this bill are listed all the property taxes that you will pay. The
tax levied by the City of Lekewood represents only 97 of your total
property tax bill. The remaining %17 is paid by you for schools, fire
protection, flood control, Los Angeles County general government, and
waler supply.

The 1otal property tax rale for yvour home or buslness depends
upon the arcs in which it is located, The difference in the tax rate is
genernlly cansed by the varying school district toves.

MUNICIPAL FUNCTIONS

You will note in Group | of the accompanying chart, that between
1933 and 1957 there hae been g drop of 235¢ in the property tax raie
for the normal municipal functions.

Immediately ofter incorporsiion, the County Road Distriet tax
was automatically sholished. Also, the City Council reduced the prop-
erty Lax rate by assuming street lighting obligations oul of municipal
revenues, thus climinating the rate pertaining lo the Lighting Main-
tenance [Hstricts.

All but o small section of the city has been served by the Lake
wood Park, Recrestion and Parkway Distriet, which was dinsolved by
ablie vote in June, 1957, This was a local, sell-governing body estab-
ghed in 1951, with the power of taxation. This districl pioneered ilie
exeellent landscaping of Lakewood's parkway mﬂdl and growing park
amid recreation progrom. The l'um:lEm: of this district were consol-
idated with the City on July 1, 1957, and the 1957 ity tax rale of 6%
includes the tax for this distriet.

SCHOOL IMSTRICTS

The City of Lakewood is served by three separsle unified sehool
districts, All of them are -:n'tirul{ui-ndr.pr.ml:ul of the ety government.
They are sell-governing and =01 their own lax role.

The Long Beach Unified School Dhsirict {tax: 834695 E10W0)
BOTVER npp-rn:dmllg'l:!.' 655 of the city, The incresse of 50571 over la=t
vear is due 1o increased maintenance and operation costs such as in-
creased Tacilities, enrollment, teachers, salories, debt servies, sic.

The Bellflower Unified School Distriet (lax: $4.5260) serves
about 255 of the city. The 1957 rate reflects a deerease of £.4711
from the 1956 roie of 84,9971,

The Porpmount Unified School Distriet (tax: $L.818%) serves
about 109 of the citv. This distriet’s tax rate for 1957 reflecis on
Incrense of B1013 over the 19306 rute of 847176,



CITY OF LAKEWOOD

COMPARATIVE PROPERTY TAX

RATES

lncq-l-p,-nﬁl"nﬂl'n [nmrpm-um.

Group I
NORMAL MUNICIPAL FUNCTIONMS:

A. Those over which the City of Lakewood has
i messure of control, including districts in
which Lakewood alacted Lo rtu-.um-

Cliy of Lakewoodl e £ 2400 § .6000°
Lighting Maintenanoee Districts

{Rates ranged from 23 o Bl, butl aver-

B AT e e e e . A35T [} 1]
County Head District AL o o
County Publie Library. e TGS 0806 DEEE
Consotldated Fire Protectlon District....... A118 JIG0E 5283
Laakewood Sewer Maintonanee Distriet...... JES0 0312 JA1TE

B. These administered by their own governing boards:
Lakewood Park, Recroation and Parkway
District (Dissolved 63067}~ A4B36 A578 0 §
Mosquito Abatement District (Southeast),., 0147 0097 0077
Sanitation Distriet Noo & e AT24 1610 1638
Total Tax Hate for Normal Muondcipal
FPuncHons ... s I!...l“.] H R1.5830
Giromp 11
HWON-CITY FUNCTIONS
A. Special district over which the Clty has no eontral
Metropolitan Water Diastrict
i People voted 2,681 to 130 to joln In Septi.,
10854} .0 5 .3600 3 .3300
B. t‘num:.r wide districts, governsd by Board of Bu
oy Angeles County General Gm’ﬁrnmmh...ﬁﬂ'ﬁ H.Hﬂﬂ 10340
Fl-l:-ud [t ] PR L TP TRl At 2714 AT33
Water Conservalion—3ong Lo .Ml]ﬂ 0600 00
Tax Rate for County GQovernment_... 5308306 821636 32479
., Schools (Long Beach TUnified School !
Dibstrdet] 528723 334124 334805
Toial Tax Hate for Non-Cliy Panctlons SLTES2 25,0200 E
Combined Haie for Normal City and
Non-Clty Founetions . GGkl STATSGS §7.0403

“Includes former Lakewomi Poark, Recrpation and Parkway District

rate,
f0bligation assumed by Clty of Lekewood,




TAX ASSESSING AND COLLECTING

The County of Los Angeles assesses the properiy and collects all
property taxes for 57 of the 59 cities of the county, including Lake-
wood. Remember that the ssessed valuation is not the same as the
market valuation or selling price! For example, a house and lot worth
£12,001) may be assessed al approximately $3,000. The tax rate shown
on the sccompanying chart, and also on the back of your tax hill, is
the rate for each 3100 of the mesessed valuntion of your property. This
aluation is determined each year by the County Assessor and shown
an the front of your tax hill. Your total annual tax may be computed
by multiplying the tax rate by the net pseeased valuation.

if you have any questions regarding your laxes, please coll
al City Hall, or phone MEtcalf 0.3115. Kindly address your ques-
tions sither to the Director of Finance or to the City Adminiatrator,
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