e — —

WHY YOUR TAX DOLLAR
BUYS BETTER SERVICES FOR LESS
N A FREE LAKEWOOD

e resgidentsz of Lakewood receive our services-- schools, fire pro-
toction, streets, lighting, sewere and sanitetion-- under what ere
imovn a8 Specinl Tax Ddetricts.

Tnder thie tax system, the budget iz set up for each service
separately for each yesr. Ths dollars we pay into each separate ser-
vice fund can be spent for that service ugEx-

By oontrast:
The citizen of Long Besch has no guarantes sg to
where and hew his tox dollare will be spent.

Traditionally, the Long Beach City Council "robs Peter to pay
Feul," The City Council can-- and does, every day-- take monsy cut of
one budget to meke up & defiecit in another.

The result iz continuing confuslon and generally poor services.

As an exmmple:....Long Beach's inferior street meintenance is i
caused by the chronic uncertnintles sbout ite street department huﬂﬁa‘h-
The gtreet department hae in the past frequently found that its funds
ware suddenly imsuffieient to provide for urgent needs. Gomebody up !
above had "shifted” the funds. !

By contresgt:
The streete of lakewood-- old and new-- ere kept in i
pxcellent repsir. Why? Because the tex dollars we pay into Lakewood's

Hopd DMatriet ocenmot be uped for any cther purpope. And with new
strests being bullt, we will build up & large reserve fund.

If Long Bewmch annexed us, we would scon find our streets decsying
e their do. Holes would go unrepaired, broken sidewslks would be
neglected-- dus to the city's poor budget plamning end shifting of funds.

Alpo, the homes bordering on pawed slleys would receive m blll for any
maintenance on.these alleys.

Aes "Eagt Long Beach" we ocould expect, judsinﬁ by past Earfurmannﬂ,
to be another Nerth Long Beach-- a poor, neglected step-child paying
texeas for uncertain end insdequete Bervices.

Cur tax dollars, instead of Enin gtrictly into Lakewood, would
be eiphened off and administered by ctrangers in the Long Beach Clty
Council, They have shown no great talent for :I."leJil'Jﬁ their ovm city.
Where would they puddenly get the telemt to run oure
In other words, ask yourself:
fthat can Lm:E Beach do for us that we nre not already doing--
and better-- for curselves?

If you wlgh to gnin thig Fight Apeinst Annexstion-- join the Ciwvie Counmeil
wossiembarship $1.00 poF Year.....0erry & Petitiom..... v
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The term "taxotiom without representation,” i1s wsually found only
in the history books.

But to residemts of Lekewood it is just as timely end important
today as 1t ever was.

Here's Why:
Under the present Lung Beach city charter-- g Emended in
1850 in anticipeation of Lekewood's annexaticn (the so-cnlled "Lekewood
Amendment" ) -~ od gould be divided up end portionsad out among the
nine present councilmanic districts of Long BHeach.

There iz no provieion under which Lakewood could elect a
Lakewood representetive teo the Lomg Bsach City Counecill

Long Beach strategy, of course, is %o "assure" us this and
"gppure” us that. But we have the word of their own Assistant Clty

¥enaper 1ln the Lee Angeles Examiner of June 2:

"Hothing 1s official,....."
Here is the umnlterable facti

Bafore Lakewood sould hava ite own rapresentative on the Long
Berch 01 Counell, the Councll would firset have to ocrests two=-- or thres
== geperate councilmanic districts for Lakewood cnly.

But by ec doing, the Jouncil would have to vote some eof itas
own members out of their jobs to make room for Lakewood councilmen.
(These jobs pay 3200 a monmth, plus large expense accounts, for four

mestings. )
Ask yourself: Would they do 1t7

Remember that North Long Beach waited NIKE YEARE after annexetlion
before it fimally landed a representative om the Long Beach City Couneil.
Hine years of teoxatlon without representaticm!

The eema fate would fall to Lakewocd-- or Eset Long Beach, as
wa might be known.

ENCW THE FACTES EEFOHE YOU SIGH ANITHIEG: YOUR CINIC COUNCIL.

I you are willing to carry a petition againet
ennexation; eall your Olvie Counecll represen-
tative at 6-9747 immediately.
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You can help preserve Lakewood's independsnce by jolning the Civie
Council today. Membership is just §1.00.



