SHOULD LAKEWOOD ANNEX TO LONG BEACH?

Rocent Study Recommends an Affirmative Answer;
$135,000,000 Project Called World's Largest Planned
Housing Development, Immediately Adjoins Long
Beach in Unincorporated County Area.

By JOHHN B. WENTI

T T sald be diane with Lakewomod] 7
i g dueitian which s being repesied in in-
eresiang tempo bath n Long Beach and in
iha ||n|m:|:-:|u||:|i arcs kmown s Lake
wood, which [E=s noriheas of ithe main "-'“F
but is actesdly g islamd within e Ciry's
FETIsemes "l]'hn-rn:in],g sipn.”

I an sneEnpt Mo andwer this guestion. 3
oierichenisve ind abjectve wo ¥ has ee-
eently been comipiecsl by the autbor. The
conclusinn reached was thai anmexasion
woubll be bemeficial for both Long Beach
and Lakewnod While the I|'h!|;|£|{ k-
e and {wces :u!u:u::'rl.g thdn comclaussnn
ey e masch exsnly any othee locality in
thei countey, the methods wsel bo sifive at
the conclisvion dhould be of Eiches 1o ather
msncipalitien and fHnge sres essdenta

facing the complew problem of achisveng
the proper balance betwern naral and orban
develapemeni

The guestinn of what fo do with Like
wated b ot new. In fer, o coudd well have
been posed om September 30, 16584, the day
et which the seed afl the prohlem waa
planted by the mle af the first fowir Join
m the pew mbdivision callsl “lakessod
Village" This modsst beginning carved
ek ﬂ.l'l.l:.' a senall E-:lrl:im of the T.000.acm
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inlmnal mwslcipebip wiibes fua Civg af Loag Bswib ol m lamresnd articls bn fhe Bt Frmrbey Pus
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Montany Hamch which boasted saome of bhe
best and mow predidtive ageiceltenad land
in b area, Tecday, ust 17 v lazer, onl

¢ Few bumbntd afres of this buge ranch
sre bl i agricultoeal wee, and thelr daps
8 piich ate pumbered, Whess crog cnce
Bousished, children now are growing m
whil seeetis 10 be liniless mumbern. A
refrent population conpt i practically ime
posuble, bot it loag sinee I-En ru.us thee
43,000 mark and iy well 00 is way to an
eatimazed wirimate 93000

Essantlally Residential

The development prne jo and during the
recemt WAl yeahs was primarily eedidential
in chursceet. The only owjor excestion to
theh wa the construction af the Riis
Alreraft Company plans, which v located
immediately adjacent o the Long Beach
fl'l-ill'l-;l.l-Fll] Ar and whath wid, i 'i.l:l,
promoted by the Loeg Beach Chamber of
Coenmerce o -u'i-'-:r govrerniment. Twa
umall business disttien have developed,
and seversl “inbetasction” lir:l:u:inr:u
beem sstahlihed, but, essentrally, the char-
acter af the zred v pesidential

The mest recend and spectacular develop
met hai been mnderiaken h:,' ihe Lakewand
Patk  Corporation, which, in 1936,
chased the remuiping 3.37% acres of the
Montars  Land  Compuny’ boldings and
cummenced the oadrucian af “The City
a3 Mew an Tomeimw” Described s3 the
witld's langzst planped bousing develog



e

served :1-]: R0 males of arechs and 440
miles of WnIERry sEwer Indicative of the

modern nature of the development i the
fact that each house ie equipped with a
F_J.rl:u._L_E pl.l.l-l:r.:.tl:lr This E]I.ITIIHJIZI::I th
ACCCEsHy af :11.;|-\.-|:|-.||.!_r :'-'"hj'il:"' colleciien
WIVICE,

The total cost af the project has besn
cstirmuied st $135.000.000, The sz will
be url-n]: by parics, playgrounds, schoals,
and 8 fmajor -.I';up'mlg cerster all F-rr.w:.ir-|
for in the anginal lsyout. Tha shopmog
cendet, known as “Lakewoosd Center. will
occupy ope-guarier of o square mile. Al
reacly fwo huge stores, Butler Department
Ciaee andd Hirams, have opened their dodis
for business., The May Company will soan
r.||||1w

Al of ths tremendous developsmeni b
1] add|:||_'ll'._ ol coikre, (o ihe alszady sub
stanbia] develoqument in the ares, A desorip-
s ol Ehas :||_'l.'|'|:'||'|'|'..—|“:! il #oamd dis
-ir..rJg, |:|1un|:'.Eu| im charscier, In Eact, 1=
in cx;r|:| for ote distingiishing feane
nuu,-.-| that @t las all caken |."|J.= in un
IFRITpas rafe] dounty HEFOiORY amd  shares
acither the BeEnefits mor rl-i'r'h'.ll'l'.ll‘|-||II':'| ol
lizcal |:1u|1i.:r-;| v

Belation to Long Beoch

A r'1'|‘:"-'= at the ACTTHTIAT) ing map will
ihiow the relafive loctmn ol the arcd con-

indered in the shidy o the Ciry of I'.n:-nn
E'-ﬂ--u t can be seen that it lees entacdly,
excrpd far a portion  al the very woath,
.p.-||||||-_| -.|:-|;¢-.'!||:|H 1:!|i'l. which sre 4 F"JI‘.
of the City of Long Beach. Knifing
divectly through the area o the wo-called
'Shr-lyun Sarin” whicl waa I'ur:hhn.i |'~_|'

1

& typlonl siesat in the mewly deveboped Labswasd
Park oree. Theis howses e ia dhs SE300-30 1,000
brackss, Masw than B0 per awni of them hove
iwn skl de wsrarmne. Poved virewh, dsichs sl
'ullhn.,. dwwwlba, atiest Lghting. sfwsis ibieas
piged wnsl Wes plewiing e el @l ooceplobls
muniipal sesderdy.  The tws botbom  peifunes
sharw the wiwified dey ewew lmterah baing e
phufled sed ddemalis lold in LakFesed Paik

the City af Long Besch for water prodoc
tion and park and secreation ube. Adjodn-
ing this i the new Long Bewdh municipal
staidlam ond morth of Hue s the L'.|n|:
Beach City College, while the Lang Beach
palice ;n-.ml FEngE :u:.'u;'uin the tmangular
pasison of ground connevted to the city by
the stutherfi-mosl shoesiring sifip

In addihan fo these plisdcal relathon-
i pt, there are 4 number of ociher facton
v.'I|||I|. tie the Likewood area to the Long
Beach community. Probahly one of the
moat importunt ks the fact that the entire
area, except for that portion north of
Camenno sregd, i o the Long BHeach
Unefed School Dhserict. This means thar
Lakewgad's school F:n:-lr'l:m-. ire Oow
iharedl by Long Beach citizens, who o
|1_'|1:|:|' wiemik T the |-|"|l. sl voled & 319.-
0,000 bond isue, eis=ntially 1o provide
new schooh for the Takewnod arsa, Lake
woad strdeis hesr home numbers chd
inte the Long Besch numberimg system,
and the area has @ Long Besch post oibice
desigration. Mares and professional peaple
vonuder Lakewood a1 @ [T af their ser
vice ares aned moke mo distinction betwees
it and long Besch, Socal ties, i the
alder developed ares parriculacty, are simng
io the Mother city, and church ansl dub
proups dmw  their members from  Lake

wood] amd Lunlq Heach without discrimina-

tian. The Lakewsad ares 35 a part of the
L T Beach comensiney chesa and Bed Crei
argantmanions, In fact, it v net ustamEman
o encoumsier & issibent in tho area who
hopestly doed oot realive that he does miot
live within the Long Beach Clty limity

Cammunity Individuality

This doecs oot mean that there docy not
cxis a sifofg sefse ol conamiEmicy il iwmd-
igality in the seitled Lakewood zrea. Many
perom are, obviowly, content, even |:lrl'.|||t|
of their mlative independente from the
Mother city and ruther resent the inferenoe
that they ate s part of the Loop Heach
sphere of influence, This artude, how-
EVier, i -I|.II"IIII'II.IhI||.I.|'.

Thee wiil ||1.|L:-|:--uEl and cliersctesintacs of
the new inbubitant of the Lakewood Park
development are difficult to peneraliee up-
on 8 the present me. [t i obvious [eom
the lasge number af perions secenily eatsh
linked il thiy new J.rn 1z Ihﬂ dld not |.II
come from Long Beach 1-.|I1."‘r|l.'lrl:, 1.|i."f|'
lave few Jaimes tees o the CommuEniny and
ars, ot the presemt times, w0 busy getting
scitled, planting lawna, and (emishing
their new hoames that ||'Ir.':|'. i yei, have had
litile tme for Oofmmiaty achivitees O¢ -
EhesL

This large l.||-.||-.-r.|riu.-.ra.:=-| aied af coudity
fereitaey o cantently provided with & nume
ber ol m.lni:ir.i.l-:g.'pe soCvices by the
Coanty af Loy Anpgeled, soime out of fands
rapsed By li:-n'iJ| dingricy lewvied, bod some,
to the dismay of city olficals generally, oud
of coundy general dax fonds, over 0% af
which cpme from incorporated oty apeas

WESTERN CITY



The Lakewood sred, therelore, stamds out
at & :Tr|||'.l_l :1;;;1|-!: af 14X EmefEUIry 'F-l:IILI:I
the :|,-|-|;n_-ra.‘|h.- siletracioed Leaguc o
i |:|_-..qllr\-;|.'|..._ﬂ_| AB VT b calcilazed to
cure,

I L

gre. ol Coure, Chiee COwises ol
setpon which the Lalrwodd area might ol
low, 1t comuld either resain its status quo al
ih pRERCorpomaied cowmnty aned, 1RO POrLe
m 3 pew oty of the sixth claw, or anpex
e Long Beach Exph of these = (oUW

i has been studisd o determine the
wlvantages and dissEvaniages koth o Lake
1“..__': AfE [.l-ll_!.: Berach. .

Berauwse of the inbetent dininterest pos
wpyary by Fe0ar CRLIFERL B OV Efiaims ug
int 81 which therr own pockst
ook, [as ||l, raEaveEnRience, or ofther ;":'I.I‘-L'
of iadividisal scivity  betomes  frnabved
tlse nasural courie for the Lakewood ama to
follow s e permass &n gt R unihoot
porated poion of county terdtory. This
“.!l ':5-: j!-::' |':||:| W SLNCIENS O,
inoEnyeTsefoes, &F WErnce Lacks combine 10
jar the pverape citipen tAiG action

6 LhE po

Balew Long Beach Standards
Whils stahis will,
vl for snme perind af
not ofier 8 atisfactory pe

undoubiedly,
timie, if doss
manent  salus

|i;_;|'.

Hon. A seripuy wates shortage will prot
ably face the srea in the future. The pri-
vate company scrving Lakewood doss mok
at the present time have atoess o Lolo
redo piver water. The ability of the anca
tn berome & member of the Mettopaldan
Water Dintricy is doubtiul in light of he
|-:|I|-'. of 1 bastd af diredioss b dile
unless the new schems of placing Wil
In '.:'II' '|F.|3L':_;:'ﬂ| il |'|'|||'I'.J" oo b IELH.'i!II':;_'
it over the '|'-rl.'1:|n|+- |_.:I|:-.|r||.‘|'- of the Low
_'||'.|_'__-|c5. Ciminty  Flood Conteal  Distnct
sbeve the Whattler MNarrown betoibes @
realisy, This plin faces many kegal entangle-
mends, and; in any cvent, the oot of water
oquired in wch & manner woald be pased
o the conzuzmer by the privite othley

Present muniapal-type services ot M-
standard by comparison with these offerec
in adjpining Long Beach, The pestiure
for incr=azsed seevice will be confimuois

Tep wsvjal phosn, Inhen Hevemiar B 1851, shaws
w poriioa of ishewesd Center, ibsgping hewrd
af the 17,500 hess dovslagmant. 'Whis cempleis
pehewand Cestpr will pempris soms B0 iBEawi
wnd ipsciolty ikeps ond proside efairesi fres
porking far pems $000 tom of e e, A EEre
bpe umasl TI00 leet lomg, suns bensath The main
vhapping mull. The twe smaller piciures are wiews
ol o eassl whigh sarviess ol ifirw in The pei-
mary weew, thun basplng keavy iref fsem -
buring Tha cheppreg tenter, [(Damalt wo view )

bapard of
ske fowch afmmabive
v peperal city-oount
relatianadiips COnITOYEISY NOW EXESTCI
Palice eratecticn might be stcpped -..I'
il __'||:::,' nd :'|_'.nl|'!:. some additional Facil-
ities, mich o8 fire stations and ibsanes,
might be bailt. In amy event, distrct taxcs
poahing buot socrease.  Certzinly

poo the couniy
whiich is gl ng o

artion 1o lighi of

l.:]l-cn:u'-l | &

lepi an similar fa AB 3217 will even
ally P passed by thie Scape Lepilature &
wevites now rendered out of

.'||||‘.|':| é_'.' ¥
ral fiend monies pli an o dtrict b
As these wneelated and relsbovely an
ennelthply. their coum
bined fax rales fosisd poon suppa Hhe todal

iy, couanty, and other tax
spiplied io the City of Long Beach, Ar

% r LLE PO !.l.-\.".ll! |.Il..l\.ll.'ll:' 1E 2t L=
fay well be that the mowe o I
af the Leagee of Californis Cibiss o
fo vty ® haidization ol man if al
nty aremd will be the decd
Ciar 1in proT |I|_‘; I|:: .|I'Il\.‘|l."-!=J!.I.il|!- ]

ig to preserve the status quo of the

basis

g b |'.|'|'.J.!| d disinicis

s Fiz] THITE,

I

Ineornaration, while wonld  prohably
be financially pouible il the lives of
resddents vitually depended upon it
ot seeimi o present o really adequate solu
tion te the problem, While i1 would pro-

thie

%




made of revepus which could be desived
ftom the Lakewnod ares by Lonmg Beach
thould annexstion oouwr. Table Moo 1
indicates both present and olimate snnual
fevenise eqtiznates, ullimate meaning af tha
time when the area has besn completely
developed.

The above hguees are based oo an et
mated et assented valustion of
SAD 5T 200 alfter dedustion af veterand'
exemptions. This figure, based on today's
vilies, should eventually beoome $70,892 .
260

The cose of u'ni'n.ﬂ; the mew ares shiould

i anpes was developad throagh the joint

EI'::T of [mlsr cify department heads,
capital énd cutrent operiting ex

were tken inio :muiikﬂrimh'i‘lﬁ:de m

indicates the estimaoted increxse which

would have to be made in the city's anmual

budpst were servioes to be extended 10
Tadorurnnd,

‘The figures in ehe tables, of course, as-
wme the contingstion of the presat value
ol e dollar, While this & Flhub.lh|r des-
tined 1o change, the propomonate increans
due o annexation woald pot be afected
The major pormon of the annual budger
incrense would be required to pay salanes
im additipnal employees, It hus -
meadeel that 239 new employeey would have
i be added fo expand services to the
peeiently dev arem, This com
rjui:: favorably, lhowevee, with the 330 o

00 employess normally madntained by the
iverage city of 45000 populstion, This
poing in itsell indicstes one of the reasons
why annexation to Long Beach would be
mare ecoporndral than inj bo o o

ERmizs an indrpendent ity in tee anea

Tabie Na. 3 indicates etimaied capital
expendifures pecemsry to facilitate service
in the arc

O the 33,040,000 capital expenditunes
estimated, $937,000 could be programmed
over o theee.year period o serve immediste
peeds. The additional $2,203,000 coald be
programmed over 3 pumber of year as the
ultimate developement i achieved.

The net increase reguired i the dnsidal
budget of Long Beach were Lakewood 1o
annex. o the mmmedute future b been
eitimued 21 3123807, This figure woald
be geduced (o approximately $79,744 fol-
lowing Foll development of the ared. Ac-
pually, thess Ggurcs are not az all stagger-
i {I:Inlid!l'l'lls the mize of the ares in-
mrtd and the Fact that the current aperat-
ing budget for the general Lang Eﬂh
city government is over $17,000,000 an.

TARLE 1
TEAREWOOD SHOULL T ANNEX 10, e
SHiL Al T
- ESTIMATED CAPITAL EXPENIMTURES
CITY OF LONG BEACH NECESSARY TO FACILITATE SERVICE
FProbable Revenue Tik AREA
Revenue Souree Present  Ultimate Probahle Cost
Property Tax $300,773  FT.BR Fesetil meeds
Subventions and granis 370,134 TH4,942 ki wh Additional
Utility franchise payments ok ] 20,0404 Within P
H”"’mﬂ and exsinnal livense 15.481 19.554 Facllity or nextl twie ultimate
I;ﬂﬂlﬂil‘lf_ﬂrl}ﬂm "-E‘U'ﬁ'ﬂ ﬂﬂ.m cquipment First year YEArs n
ik ilures 60, 110 T O
Anirmal EhﬂEr uetivities 12492 26,460 Vanieulae squipmaint
ge 5a T 150 L 5
Health Department activities 2015 3,003 i“ﬁfﬂ*ﬂﬁ' ' ﬁﬁ . W
Enginerring Deparimenits permits 4,000 i, CH I8 miai Irocks 1=:m.n 1111
Weed remaoval charges 12,000 0 T pickups $ 17500 8 § 17,500
Library fines 2,500 i, Oy %h[.,,n},m - g;ﬂ =7, 0HH)
T rf |8
i F1.108. - §1.782.556 3 mclonviles 4500 4,500
1 fire pismiper 22,000 22,000
TABLE 11 | povwer mmower I, N
ESTIMATEDN ANNUAL COST OF PROVIDING
SERVICES T LAKEW(OD AREA Buaildimgs:
Probable Cost Animal shelter (1/5th cost of
Servive or Cost [tem Present  Ultimnte ﬁr:%:nﬁ:idltu} %‘m
Fire £ On0on § LA5HM Police substation {1 /5th cost of
e o A | | e i
. i 01, .
:'l._?"hh et 500 100,000 Branch libary 1 L0, 0oty
Anional regalesion L S Miseellaneous facilities
Recrention 4, 0K B2 Purk arcas R
!:!lmgturu! maintenanee nml Necreation facilitie=
pl.lﬂlJll,E L] 12,040 and buildings T 2060, Dl
Streetl mainienance S0, 004 120,000 Traflic signaks 25,000 25,00
Mefuss collection und disposal 1, O 4000 Muojor strects ), e
Sewer maintenance 33,004 66, (10 Storm drnins 200,100 e, Doielh
Park maintenance 000 A8, (KD Sewer conskruction 50,000 200,004
Btreel lighiting T, DRl 130,000 Surent Eing 100 34 ), (o
Lo thon Insurance Em l-ﬁ.m lﬂjrﬂy“ﬁuh 30,000
s J
Miscellaneous governmernial TOTAL ar 000 HO00. 0 §3.200, 10
eyl Lot SO GRAND TOTAL $3,140,000
TOTAL 1,084,000 £1,862,000 '
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include the ==l

This does nol
supparting harbor, water and g d-l:E'a.rt-

I'||I.]||:|'

ments.  The cast af __i:r.rllh. theredoze,
woald be lew for Long Beach than for
ol citkey af like uze .*.]lhnu,l.:h the area
i predominantly residentisl in charcoer,
it 13 relatively well developed ompared to
ihe |low '.:l:sd: J'r1r.|gr afeas --.nrm.'uil-rl*;_
many ciiien. While it con pod eanly catry
=]l 4 &n im‘l:sl-:nﬂrr.t aper atiom, ir would
oo be a matetial drain upon & going <on:
(EfD Siachy &% 'I.-|r1_q Beeach

Savings te Hame Ownet

Blo l,iﬂs:lj answeer can be given to the
guemgiont: " What will 1t mean 1w me: do
I save money af do | pay more ™ provalboi
i the minds of Lakewond maidents. Thds
i due o the fact that the drea Is covered
:| F |_'|u|:|l|;.i|_- |,1|' |'|:|,- RETHR, exch wath a
-.E'r'!:.u:f tocal tax rate. Medoctions in fre
msurance oo, eleciriaty  rades, -1=1-|_E_J-l
rabes wowld, howerer, redalt o iemilhadm
aving theoughoet the srea.  While water
raien in the area are somewhst leis af the
present time than Long Beach rabes, LiFL
hilereatial seemin destenssl o L‘:-.J.PPIJ.T.
The following tabulatian  indicates  the
probable snnual saving o the aversge nes
\denita]l home toasisting ol propery  id
ewscd xt $2,900 and having & market valoe
ol alwest $85,3%0

[nvurance £ 420
Warer 72
Elecimicity 04N
Lras — N

1703

differences wodld b= m
mediazely felt wpon annesamon. Only the
imsnrence  and  eleciticidy costy owould be
mmedigiely reduced, The abowe changtt
5] Hj. i|_'||_‘i WaltT fHEEdi I\klll;l-l [=Ta il I:fl::-
when the presemt privately-owned sysberms
ase bought oul by the municipality, As ap-
r_‘\:J] .'\-'. |||-c F|;1'|.|'|_- !_-u. |nmp1ng.' tor 4 il
standial pite imncresse now pendipg before
the Stare Public Urilities Comemiison
weigld, 8 pronted, rewule in even preater

Rlot all af thess

78 WESTERMN CITY

Thia wirswi in typical of sha sldsr portas of Lok
woesl whith wai devalapsd peiav w 1950, Tha
Arut lets @8 dbi TODD pers ronch were eald is 1534

saving st the time the city gé depsrtment
took over the system. A complex tabula-
i, pa |t'|'|i:!|1'|= o !".'F:I'l;.l-!l_ll.q: ht.'r_ .r'.|!|
cates that the net annaial TAVILE Of fiall]
from aiility rates and faxes fo the avenge
residential property owines would vary fram
s coot of $14.54 to 3 maving of $19.81 u
thie present time and from a uving of S5
o 841 64 vltimarely. This poinky ot Hhee
fuct that neither the saving nor Cos
would be materizl comagh ta in Ehemselved
warran! aibfvEEalpn or -I.'T‘-M!!;n.'l ta an-
nexation, The decmlmg [actor. of oourke,
it that Eresteh |.j|_.,~|.l.' imreLseld sErvice dl.'lll
municipal facilities would be macde avail
il

Sovings fo Buslness Property

The cifecy of annexation wpon OO
clal properties i even e ||url_u.l-, o
cver, A hypothetical example of an aver
ape-siped self-gervice markel was selected
for siody. Electricity end gaa coits and fire

[weryihing in uptu-dpin &= Lobewond Moo fed
bolars Chriteein, thousonds of childrea ond Fegu-
pandy ol vhair paung paresh owed ik wrriwal
af Santa Cloun bn lokresad Conier by helispisr

savidigs which would result to such 2 baai-
ness upon anpexation has been estimated
st $4WAAT af the present tome and st
£1.784.43 eventually

Because of the financial benchi wlki
mately 1o be derived, the materul increase
] rnun'n.':ru.l services  padaible and  the
creation of impsosed Jocal polibical repee
sendation. annexation withour o dowhs
would Benehr Likewessl, While the ad-
vantages of annexaion are nob Enancial in
pature to Long Beach, the oot of such i
||r.|',.-r|.|J|:mF han been Nlnl-"J ot as nag-
ligible, xnd it would be = sonind ipvesiment
in eommunity planning and develapenent
Ie fact, the value of being abde to develop
a comjrrchensivg plan for the enboe presem
sphere of influence for the ciy 15 of -
cabrulehie valie. The proper balance in
redfdential. industrial, and pectestional
arezs can be maintalne] only by annexa
pan. The civ's bus lmes can be main-
raimed wnder the city’s Bureai of Fran-
chises and thus prevenied from eicaping to
the distant jurisdiction of the Seate Public
Ukilitles Commessioti oaly if snncxatvon 4
undertaken. The drea can be wnified (oo
effective state snd fedenal political porposes
anly through anocxition, All of thes
benefiti e, aguin, infangible but of ex-
weme vilue o Long Beach and well woith
the ot and effart of anidertaking the Lk
af providing municipal government fo
group of people one-fifth as large as the
presme dty. )

Tlhe fEnal value of the subpest will nat,
of course, be determined for some lme
yet. Suffice it (o aay thal proeniaton @
the resuit to the cely. coun ill and o vari
CIwe e |'\-:|[h in the _||:.' .il'.'.:- 151 |=-L'.’
wiagd Juaa Fm\.gk;.}_ 4 greal amoimns ol G2
custien. For the Bt time the avallabiloy
of complese Facs has focused asrention
upan the exmtence of thia commanty |'rlltl
berm i need of solotion. Stedy groups both
wibde end auaide of the city arr now mak
ing their ows snalyses, and it is probable
that within several years i the wery leass
the fuwe will kave crysaliced sufficsently
0 rewule imoaciicn




