
In 1952-53, we were married and poor with one young daughter and one on the way. We 
lived in a very small place in Maywood, Calif. And drove 1941 Ford. 

I was earning $1.40 per hour and my wife was not working. I worked at Norris 
Thermador’s Vernon plant. 

Just for something to do and for entertainment on Sunday we would take “drives” in our 
1941 Ford, that is if we had any gas money. 

This one Sunday, as we were driving down Carson on our “ride,” we saw a Sales Office. 
It was located on the property which now belongs to McDonald’s Drive In and take out 
food restaurant.

Anyhow, just for fun, we stopped and entered the sales office. Before that we had walked 
through the “models” of houses that were being exhibited for sales. We particularly liked 
the “F” model as it had a window looking out over the back yard. 

Surprisingly, the salesman greeted us warmly and asked us which model we had liked. 
We said we really liked the “F” model and he immediately asked us how much money we 
had on us. We had a check for $15.00 from some insurance company and that was all we 
had that day. The salesman put a pin on the map where 4412 N. Stevely would be built 
and signed us up for this particular house. He told us we would have to come up with 
$800.00 more before we would be able to move in. Since we had such a low income, we 
really couldn’t scratch the $800.00 together so my wife had to borrow some of the rest of 
the down payment from her mother. We drove out and watched our house being built and 
in May of 1953, bare bones poor, we moved into our new home. Unable to immediately 
turn on the electricity, we used candles and we hand carried into the house our few 
meager possessions in boxes. We have been here now 50 years as the original owner. We 
liked the way the city is run. The people at City Hall are friendly and helpful and we 
appreciate the lower crime rates. We notice that many of our neighbors have added many 
rooms to their homes instead of leaving Lakewood. Like many other Lakewood residents, 
we both have marked at one time for McDonnell Douglas Aircraft Co. now known as 
Boeing.

We raised seven children here and a couple of grandchildren. 

Yours truly, 
Walter and Sheila Reece 









In 1952 we wanted to buy our first home. Long Beach was our choice but looked at a 
Lakewood house and decided to buy it as it was about ten thousand dollars. We did not 
like the house but did buy it and we now made it into a lovely home. We adopted two 
children, a boy and a girl. We raised them in the home we have lived in for fifty years. 
Lakewood is like a small town. Wherever we go we know someone from Lakewood. We 
have been happy here and Jack worked thirty five years in the city’s maintenance 
department. We were block captains for many years. We have always been pleased with 
the parks sport programs. Our children spent many years playing different sports. The 
coaches were good and this was important to our family. We are long time members of 
Crossroads United Church of Christ. We have found many good things in Lakewood. It 
has been a long time and have seen many changes since I worked as a stock girl when 
May Co was built: Much empty land around then. 

By Donna and Jack Spainhower 










