New City Department Established
As Lakewood Purchases ‘Water System

By HEMRY L. GODERLICK
City Adminlstrotor

L sicewoon ook o ugnihcant step res
cently with the purchase of a privale wa-
et wtibity, The Likewood nier and
Power o, In June, 1957, the vobers ol
Long Beach approved & bond issus o
purchase that portios of the company b
gated within their ary, This compfised
ahout 48 percent of the whols system. The
rermainder wai located entirely within the
oty of Lakewood with the Exveptioh iaf
ibout 1,700 connections  Cofpowng 8
armall separate systern in Downey,  Vis-
e lly .l.l.r prodiuction ind songe Fagl
tes of ihe ANy wEre locuted writhii
Lakewpoad,

The Lakewissl Ciry Conaal retogmised
that thelr consemers were ficed with &
wibatzniial rafe increase with the fonh
comang s af the Loag Beach section
of the wbent. The rles of the rempany
were amang the bowest in the ares, and
Even !l'l-:ruluﬁ the company was feglesbiig
i substantial rabe inceesie, Lakewoosd cons
sumers would still enjoy water rates be-
low il of neiphbonng afeas The il
ol in Lakewnod wan that cven with an
Imcrese o 27 F-:n.nl.L |:l1|'|l.r|.1 pEviap i
the city parchaung the system, the reve
nacs wotld be suificient to mpport all
operating. and bond costy imvalved  in
imunici] ownership

The cry cowncil then nstnscted the aby
.u|.m||1.|'|.1r=|:r|r [ a3 CoapT H-|:n.'||: FJL_Riﬂh‘F-
ing of Santa And and San Dhegoe to make
a preliminary appraisal of the Lalorwood
parting of the watem, Thelr findings ree-
ommended that the oy commence nego-
LRglos willy o any ufiale 1o detcr.
ITIRE B PrcE for the syutem and alse aws

thermee & feanibilbty and bosd 'I-IIIIJ].'. Swone
& Youngherg, municipsl hnancing con-

wimnts, San Franosm, were engaged o
prepare the financing repart.

The conclasions of the consultings
were: (1] The iy’ ghanild call & pevenue
bl election o secire voler approval
for $6,290,000 in fevenun bomds which
would be used to finance acguisition of
all water distribution facilities in the oty

and, in sddition, provide for major im
srovemeits,  particalarly o connechion
with The Ffll'twhljﬂ Water Dippanct mdil-
dle Teeder Dine (2) The aty should ne-
gotaie with Long Beach ti purchase their
approximately 300 connectiond jn Tabke-
E:I__:[DI: idegrahion it the proposs

and_also & ;_i,ami Pe.

TESIEIm ans

ol of operition This wai & cause of oon
sidenable discusson  because fak=.
wond’s "contract” method of municipal
operation Thiee hasde choices were befom
the ofy: a Cify waler d:ranmrnt; Cfi
tracting foc the operation of the syiem
weth Los Anpgeles County: of contracting
with & private individual or age [
the operation of the sysem at a fmoed fee

Proposals were subratted by interested
partiEy  on basps of  specifications

sdrawn up by the city ilier consideration
of the alternatives mznci s

deciuion fo st w salpr department,
Employecs of ﬁ iﬁi‘i were offered

proleum Co fo parchase their 1408 oon-
pectiong, therey effecting 8 single e
graied ayaterm within the cey. (33 This
Wi JI.I'I..I.I.'ILI.'I.I.I.!.' feasible and the coats wl g
ety owened utili!r woild be lew as the
operation wondd be on 8 non-probt h-'lll'lg
aidd theee wamld alss be the factor af
loedom from oees

Chaicos for City

Cin Movember 19, 1957, the Lakewvead
witers authorreed o 36,290,000 revenue
bond issue by a margin of cight to one.
There was no ofgnized opposition o the
l_ll.ll'-i'l.q'.r_ Hr_;,l;:lu.rium with the cisftifiany
comrpenced tn Deceinber, 19587, It was
pevogmizerl by both partics that the oty
was linted fimancially as to what if qopld
afford tor pay by the gmount of the reves
e detived from the system. The ownen
rould r|_|;'|p|F1,|:IIJ' rosipteril  Bhead hu[l!i.l:l!:l
were wiorth a figure in exceis of what the
ey eventudlly paid; but they recognized
the erv's limiintiond and selded om0 uit
basis, The city council authorizsd an ol
fet of 34,425 8 (o the compleie syem
less the section in Long Beach This nffer
wais mude in October, 1958 amd accepred
by the compiny, with the city sheduled
o pasne ownership in Manch of 1939

The niext step wis to delenmine 3 meth:

Autmr nf Frichasia-Morss pusg im0 waderground
inttmturess i wallgn Mo 17, ¥ariour selhito
ism wiwd pi pre-ithaal age playprounds with nll
purip sgepmenl l@oalled bessath the surfmre.

the apportunity of acephing employment
Tl i gl

¢ wealer artmenif af £ B

blg wages There are now I2

=[irTeE

gmgpdoyess, In oddition, the yEera] man-

aper u'{rrﬂﬂ.l an .ilj'll'lll.ﬂ.'f [LE ol man:
agec-consultant to the cify,

The fnal step was that of seoaring bids
of the st serees of $5, 050,000 of Lile-
woin] revenue bonds. The maturity sched.
gle pf these bonds was o i ﬂ'l.l'uu_|:|1
1994, Abour $5.650,000 of the bonds
maturing in 1994 were (o be term bonds
ol A ||.|:|l|.i|:|1.: acconifil Wil to be estab-
lished to assure payment st or before
maturity. Interest was 1o bhe payable an.
mgslly the st year and semicannually
theretfier, Serial bonds matunng on of
before March 1, 1974, & ol rﬁniil’-ﬂ
armouing af £1. 300,080, were e callable
prine to their sated matarity dates. Bids
were received by the counal s March
with interest mten moging from o low
wl 4,12382 percent o a lllﬁh aof 41830
percent

Incloded i the assees of the Laloewioosd
Watet and Power Co. were a large oum:
bet of spare water meters Lo connectzon
with the putchase of the Long Beach sy
tem in Lakewond, these wers used as pant
wl the purchase prge. The Lakewoad wa
ter system was standardized on Hersey
imeters, whereas Long Beach used seversl
different types. Therefore, in addition fo
the $79.900 cash paid to Long Beich for
197 oanectioy, all mestere were Fetummned
to Long Beach and repliced with spares

M atresed ss Fagsr 121

WESTERN CITY



from Lakewood. Negotiations for the pur-
chase of this section had been opened in
the latter part of 1998 and possession was
taken by Lakewood in May of 1939, The
fnal integration of the whole city into &
single system is presently in process, with
negatistions being carried on with the
other small company.

Recognizing that present ground water
supplies will not meet our needs much
longer, an additional source is virtually
mandatory, i i .

Plags peovide for jmprove:

v and additiops which arne eueniiil

1o InsurE an ﬂxr[_ug; water supply syatem
I:nu:dupunhmhfmum! mrrm-:{lpm-
chase of water from the Metropolitan
The_connegtion with the
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