LAKEWOOD PARK INFORMATION COUNCIL
e oo a—u—

The LAKEWOOD PARK INFORMATION COUMNCIL recently held @ meeting in the
Riely S5chool for the purpose of investigating the current annexation drive to maoke this
area a port of the City of Long Beach. Some 250 residents attended, and because of the

interest shown the focilities of the school proved to be too small.

The meeting brought to light many interesting facts surrounding the annexation pic-
ture. Because of what was learned thot evening and through subsequent thorough inves-
tigations the following information is now presented.

{1} THE AMNNEXATION DRIVE

The Annexaimn Diive i!n|1||:_ pealests i thie ¢rm
trary, i being direcied by political interests in e
Loty of Long Beach, aconrding o a carelully arranged
slan, (The Clny .".‘l.ll:ul;rr aniel his pasistants have il
ically delmted the psue on memerous orcasions al-
thomagh by law the move must come from RESIBENTS
in the urean} The so called “Grass Boots™ movements
tww underway are following simost 1o the leter the
plan for arnexation as Lid down o the Wente Repaorr,
I;rrp.u:ﬂ I;g. a lrmer ri:g official under the direction
ol the Long Beach City Manage

i2) TAXES:

Annexabian will oller no savings m iaxes. Alihouagh
Long Beach claims o low tix rang, the city assescs
properiy g leasp 10, higher tham the oownty, aned
many of our present s divricrs will continue in spire
of annexation

i3) SCHOOLS:

The Long Beach Uniled School Dhairict of which
Lakewood is 3 part along with the City of Signal Hill
anid Awvalon—hasn't anvihing o do with the Gy of
Long Beach other than the [act that the Adminisora-
tive offices are locatesd there and Long Beach is also
a part of the Unilied Disrrick. The Schools of (Calis
formin are m state institovion opecited by the connity
Everv taxpaver in Lakewood Pavs the Exact Same
Amount of Taxex lor schools as the Long Reach tax-
paver and not g cent less. Annesation 1o Long  Beach
will mot change the School Tax for anvone in ihe
ilistrici, one coni,

Dhissorvisins of this hove repeatedly appeared in the
LK. papers, Trving oo show that Lakewood i getiing
a FREE nride, Tt just sm't s0, Any bond wsee for new
shools in Lakewood will alo contain provision for
schesals [onr Lomg Beach. 1 the bond issues are o
voted by the districe the greaten hardships will be
[elt in the overcrowded schoals in Long Reach. Fduca
tiun is not @ sectional privilege.

(4] WATER:

Cheaper by E:'l".,. .ji:||:-r|:|1-.|n|:|.h.']\ in Lakewoni,

Lakewood — |60 cu, B &5 5L per month
33540 per wear

l.i.lll',; Heagh— Liso e, [t & 55496 per i
$47.52 per vear

A savings of 31502 perovear by staving Lakewiood

By annesation 10 Long Beaeh it will mean thai
Long Beach will have to spresd therr share of Metro-
politan Water aver s greater prea, They will not 1o
coive any maore walcr than they are now mtitled o
This i3 Becawse of the membership [ees p:liﬂ [ IFi GaiEr
tax hills would appear a special assesment for the
Metropolitan Waker Disirict of 328 per 5100 or $5,A0)
per vear average and we woold pay an averapge of
SI20HF mecire peET VeI finr wmnes

I we do not pnnex and a8 members ol the Ceniral
Husin Water IMstrict, when i beoosmes @ membier o
the :"u'l.'l.l‘rl[h'l”.!l:ll Water District we woiilld be en-
trtleed b0 our share of the Meoopolitg Water Districi
supply based on the membership fees we pay, All told
this membership, back tases for 1:|||71'.||h|'i'|.[|r!|. Bl
g cosl oo ek, payirgg ofl 1932 diollars with 1958 dallars,
i 525 per 5100 asessaed valuation or 5500 [or DpETal-
ing cost plus 522 per S100 ssceed valuation (s
decreases cach vear) for back taxes or $4.40 per year
ecjuals 3840 more we will pay than what we pay now,
However, we are paving 51212 les (or onr water, s
we will still save $2.72 per vear with our presenn wee.
up, Thew awesiments will appear on the Coonty iax
bl whether we are annexed or stav Lakewand,

(53} INSURANCE:

The rates w lakewood are ".I:Iﬂj‘-ﬁh I“H'J"'F T
cause of the past rating. Thiv is being equalized as
fast i possiele. We have hind 3 reductions of insur
anee rates in the st v yiars

Present rates are:

Lakewood: 55060 per FLAMEY Tar ¥ veats on o shingle

roal, lem for composition roof or 84500 [or
LUINNY imsuranee for & seans



Laoug Beach: $L.75 por 81000 for 3 vears ont g shingle
el dess lor compositlon fool oF 38575 fog
&0 000 jrrance lor 3 vears

A totul savings ol 3341 veur, This would not by
changed by annexation. The Bord of Fire Tinder-
writers ate stwlving sdjictment of our raics oow.
It aclditiods (here ace vrany velimbile compamies which
will wrie J.H.III-I.‘JII."I foe b sy ookl T Eewimn] @8
in pabil in Long Weach.

i6) GAS RATES:

Bascal wn consumpiion of G800 cube fect ol gas
'I:ﬂ'r monifl s an AVEFTULLLY

Lakewesod! GUMNT i 4, @ 2461 equals $55.52
Lasriy Beach: 600 e fe G S425 eqruils 35248
A dillerenice of %2854 JiET Year

However, you get Iree customer service through
Southern Californo Gas Company.

Long Beach, is faced with o scrious gas shortage,
andd they admit they will be forced o boy their gus
Prasein Tesay. They recently sigoed & conurace with
Richiield o bring in gas rom Huontimgion Beach,
pod Spokesinen hive sted they foee an ingresse in
Long Reach Rates

(7! ELECTRICITY:

Saiilhiern Calilomiia Edison Conrpaiy s anlosmied
i that the veragy |:1.|rl1.u|1||1|!|||r| 1]1:|| Fl l.lngl,t family
dwelling & abow 85 kKilowatr lours per month and
thian laong Beach s in chelr TG Schedule, while Lake
wens] iy i theie DM schelule, This resali dn the
TR TRTR

Long Beuch
KWH Unfe Price Ansoam

Firar 14 ¥ A5

M A6 AL 126G

Moewg M5 Jna il
BS Taotal 524]

Lukewonl

Firsg ia LR (]

Noexe 34 HiEL] (1

Miext A3 2% I.ng
d5 Total %158

Thus the difierence is aboui 57 cents momnih or
uhaur $7.00 per vear, as oomipared witlifruhn- § 1000
as shown above. Is annexation to Long Beach the anly
muthed o ger equal mtes The answer i no, Here
ain the Public Uniines Commission has control over
the rates of the Edison Company. The Edison Gom-
pany i now an the oune of @ complete ate sirvey

aivil they mwore s they will give Lakewwoigl iheir
pariiest pniislleribion.,

It s our beliel ahat the mew patiern bor utilicy
rates has been set, within the last year, by the General
Telephone Company, the Southern Califormia Gas
Connpany, the Pacilic Gas and Electric Company amd
athers who now give the sime e {or the densels
populated aress sdjacent to the citics as the raes in
ellecy within the Ciev. Ask voursell this question,
“hacs it cost the Edison Cramipany mare 0 serve us
now than It would il we pnnexed™ The abvious
amswer 15 NO, We therelore [ee]l oonlident thiar ol
the Edisnn Company and the Public Utilities Com
mission will ke this into account when their rage
inerease application i fled later this vear.

SUMMARY OM UTILITIES

Savinggs Lakewosn] a5 we are Lomg Beach
Water $IL12 pew year
lssurance Mo changi
Criis 5254
Elccericity Povallelc 4

L b 0,484

It in aw simied po saviggs on eleotnic rates are ox
pected by annexation, The cost ol supplying the clec
tricity will nion change. Savings as we are equils $2:4

per year.

(8) FIRE PROTECTION:

We have here now onc of e highese raved Fire
departments in the United States. Our predection
here s barked up by the county’s B4 fire com
panics and three laedder companie—105 pleces ol
cquipment. On every eall of Fie to the Lakewood
Statiom. three (e r_ua-npauin aswer fhe call. 10 it s &
twioralarm dive. six other companies roll on the fire.
O protection hos been excellent, There hay never
b o mapar fire in Lo wesne].

i9) POLICE PROTECTION:

Present: (5)—2-man Patol cars on swing shilt.
{%}=2-man Parmml cars on graveyard shift
(4)=laman Patrel cary day shife.

{ =Muowrevele Patrol day shifi=and exua
Policenan from 3 - 5 pan,

We now have patrol can :erraliL1n; in Lakewood
o 3 Shliour basis, with sdditional I'l.l:il:rn! rairs ol
A miles away, We alio have the State Highway Patral
coering the area on a 24-hour basis. Most imporeana,
the County has plans approved and all necessary funds
for a Sfman Sherill vation and an loar prowl
watem to be built in Lakewood. The site has been
acejuired and the only thing holding up ronstruction
is talk of annesation. The Sherdls represemative



confirmid this at the recent medting, The Couvnts
iboes non wani o make 4§ capital expetidituie bhere 4
it omly has 1o be turmed over o the ey, Long Beach
officials hive admiiced that they will not build & s
than bere, and the Loog Neach Police Drepartmeny &
wver Y omiles away,

(10! PARKS AND RECREATION:

Lakewsodl recently voied 4 SELF GOVERNING
Parks and Recreation and Parkway Dhstrice, This was
far the purposc ol lindsoping the parkwass siigs
os wiell as sequiring additional park sites and develop.
tmg shetn v s to the 3 we already have, A 3175000
Olympic tvpe swimming pool i now under conserue-
tian, Uhe parks amd recreation future for Lakewood
lsoks very poad (| we don't annes. Remember, now
Lakewood decides for ssell what it wanis o have in
the way of parks, If we beeome purt of Long Beach
whutever we get out here hus fint 1o be approved by
the % members of the city eouncil and then vored on
by the whale of Long Beach. Why would Lang Beach
residents want to vote Tunds for Lakewood Parks o
they would hiave to travel & o 10 miles o enjoy. when
Long Beach sull hos park sives within their city
limits ihat have bBeen sitting for vears withowt being

developed

(11} REPRESENTATION:

Lakewood with its more than 105,000 population s
now the Tih lirgest community fn the Stare of Cali.
fomin and lirger than 95955 of all LS, cides. B
unider the providons of the Long Beach Charter and
iceording 1o the plans underway, Lakewisod would Lie
n “Voire in the Wildernes™ as far a1 any representa
pi by comcermed. Lakewood will not be one disirce
with one councilman o represent v Rather Loke
wond will be divided among the already existing dis-
tricts in such @ fashion thar we woukd be greatly out-
numbered by the large segriens of Long Beach popu-
lation slrendy in those duirico. T Lakewood wanted
iy obitain some need or service that would be de
sireahle for w oot here we conld be overwhelmingly
outvoiced by thiee i our councllmanie districy who
live in Leng Beach and whone interses are entively dif-
lerent fram anrs

The recent school board election b a good ex-
ample, McMillan won in Lokewood but he was vated
thown b the rew of Long Beach,

(121 PRISON FARM:

When over 5000 Lakewood redidents sent in wrlt-
ItlldprmL?mL :It:;!. :.511 l.lhﬂrrw.rd residents went down
ta the ch Gy Hall i person (o test the
buriding ujf‘ ihie LEI'IRF“I.";th Priscmn FnrmFr;; Like-
wwoosd, the Lnll.ﬂ Beuch E!iry Council received the dele-
gatien with open disgust and ol disregard for the
wishes and feelings of the people of Lakewood. The
Long Beach City Councll ignored the proteats i

gave the order 1o go ahead with the projeet.
It was 4 dilferenir story, however, when a sl

wroip of 41 persons in our arca signed & lover requen-
i peernsian G sart annesatien procecdings. The
Ly Council and the City Manager's affice waved the
usksil proceifure, and moved with all speed o help
these lew to sart annexution, They only seemi fo care
about lakewnod when there iv something it lor
Liwng Pamclc

Those who lhuve been here long enough, remenibes
kit when  Lalewessd Illllghl 10 et rigl ol the hog
farmie, ihe Gigy of Long Beach was tlie anly organe:
pion which. tried 1o prevent the removal of e Earans
(that's where ghey goi rid of their garbage ). On anoghes
ocranion Lowg Beach tried o locare fis garbape dump
here {in Hearowell Park).

Lasan wo will agau ks Pldﬂuﬂd with noise from the
e cars runming 1 the stadoom o all hours of e
night. The City of Long Beach has leased the stadivm
for such prirposes. Last wvear when a ug from
L:!I.-lrwr.u'uipl.uh:d if something could be thfrulﬂprrduw
the noke, & member of the Long Beach Councl e
lied, “Frankly, we don't gare what yob people in

ikewood think.”

When Lakewood mied 1w get the open arca west
ufl Parwmieumt soned for residemoal pur the City
of Long Beach ste in and :umﬂ-‘i‘h jpoeting
the property roned for industry, The awners af the

aperiy are still trying o get it rezoned for houses,
wit il Long Beach lyas ity wak, prevailing winds will
be lilowing the smoke of industry over sur homes.
It docwn’t seema thar the City olficials of Long Beach
have demomstrated any real concern over what is hest
Moy wip eonmmsiity,

(13}

Thete i no iuestion hut that Lakewood would
makr @ very ripe revenue plum for Long Beach, The
Wentz Report atates eventually Long Beach will re-
eeive 7 times a4 much revenoe from Lakewood us
will have o be apenmt herc. We heive huncdreds of
miles of new sreets, well ligheed, with all improve
ments in and requiring 8 minimum of maintenance
upkeep. No oane in Lakewood is on the “dole” We
arc @ young progresive mmmunity, Unlike Long
Beach with its many problens and very La popiila-
tlen ol older 13, Lakewoad's destiny lies in the
futire. The beesi for Lakewood {8 still 16 oome, i we
are not forced wo shore the inercasing bundens of an
older ciey.

Long Deach beaches are among the finest in the
waorld, and s amusement and entertamment cenlers
will continue w be an ammction, bur . . . We don’t
have to join Long Beach o enjoy thowe things.

Those who wint anpexation argue, “join Long
Beach and have the prestige of being a part of 4 big,
farmonas :{I;L," Trist 1t good will the prestige do s
il we cam have no sav in runnmg the alfain of our
own community. Our prestige would probably be no
betwer than thar of North Long Beach {Tormerly Vir.
ginia City). Lakewood would be known as “East Long
Reach." We would be the moit remote section of the
City, and like the remote scctions of any city, it
would probably be allowed o run down,



Curremly under study by competent, nprejudioced
exports are at [cast three other types ol government
for Lakewood ather thin annexing 1o Long Beach. All
of these seem to oller mans whviintages over anness
pion, Certninhy we should nor push w0 joein Long
Beach uniil we look [urther into thess other pussi-
beiliglea

(14}

In the meantime there is o wiy to step annesition,
The law Fl'rin'lriﬂ. that, if o ma |:rril1. ol the property
ownery protes annexavian, Al fuether . prodeedings
moast storp for a1 Jeas one year,

YOUR COMMUNITY WILL

e Labewess] Informationn Councll needs volan-
woers o help gey these peiitions signod. Anoexation
can only be -:nPFr.-d i e wha live here o soineihing
abssiir 16

The Long Beach papers wonld have t believe thas
annexition s an incyitable snow bill, and that every
one wanis i pet on the bandwagon. The hradline
about the move in it own area is & good example,

I vou want 1o do something w sop annoxaion,
plense call any of the below listed numbers. The more
penple who help out, the guicker and more easily
the job man be donpe,

JOSEFH J DOVAS Chalrenen
4501 Lakeworst Blwd,
.8 I®-FTaE

RAY CLARK
T8 Hnyter
LB 32083

MR D HYNERSON
=i Alred
LB -1

KERETH VEEDER
41 Larveluidn
L.B. 3P-5283

MES MAXINE FILEOR
HAT Deerfomd
LB 20-13M

B C. MeCABE
A Loomis
LB 384814

EDWARD STRUICKLER
T Lakewood Bivd.
LB ip-4179

BE JUST AS GOOD A5 YOU MAKE IT



