




































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICE 
 
 

The architectural renderings for this project are copyrighted materials.  They are 

available for review during regular business hours in the office of the City Clerk or in the 

Community Development Department, 5050 Clark Avenue, Lakewood, CA. 
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 COUNCIL AGENDA 
 June 25, 2013 

 

 

 

TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

SUBJECT: Draft Green Street Policy and Low Impact Development Ordinance  

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
The Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board adopted a new NPDES Municipal 

Separate Storm Sewer (MS4) permit, which became effective on December 28, 2012, and it 

contains many provisions regarding development and public works projects.  This report presents 

a draft Green Streets Policy and draft Low Impact Development Ordinance necessary to submit 

our Notice of Intent for the three watersheds of which we are associated. 

 

STATEMENT OF FACT 
The Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Permit (LARWQCB Order No.  

R-2012-0175) was adopted by LARWQCB on November 8, 2012. This updated MS4 permit is a 

several hundred page document that contains many new requirements related to the management 

of surface water quality in Los Angeles County. The City of Lakewood is one of the 

municipalities named as a permittee in the MS4 Permit. Lakewood is cooperating with other 

nearby cities in the Los Cerritos Channel Watershed, the San Gabriel River and Coyote Creek 

watersheds, and the Los Angeles River Watershed, in order to comply with the requirements of 

the MS4 Permit.  The City is a member of the Gateway Regional Water Management Authority 

Joint Powers Agency, as well as participant in existing MOA’s for the development of TMDLs 

for the three watersheds. 

 

In cooperation with nearby cities, City staff recommends Lakewood pursue a compliance path 

under the MS4 Permit that involves the preparation of a Watershed Management Program 

(WMP) which must be submitted to the LARWQCB by June 28, 2014.  The MS4 Permit 

requires the City submit to the LARWQCB a Notice of Intent (NOI) describing:  the City’s intent 

to prepare a WMP, a list of priority pollutants (TMDLs) found in waters downstream of the City, 

discharge limitations, and a list of participating agencies.  In addition, the MS4 Permit requires 

the adoption of a Green Streets Policy and a Low Impact Development (LID) Ordinance. This 

report presents drafts of the proposed ordinance and policy.  Both of these documents will 

require further refinement over the next couple of months, before they are proposed for final 

approval by Council. 

 

Notice of Intent (NOI) 

The MS4 Permit requires the City notify the LARWQCB by June 28, 2013 of its intent to 

comply with the permit by pursuing one of several possible compliance paths. In cooperation 

with the Gateway Water Management Authority (GWMA) and the cities that participate in the 

three watersheds, City staff recommends Lakewood follow a compliance path that involves 

preparation of Watershed Management Plans. The consultants who have been assisting the 
























































